THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON V

January 25, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. HALDEMAN

FROM: W.RICHARD HOWARD

SUBJECT: Buckley and Noyes' Columns
and the Communist Atrocities
Fact Sheet

The Crosby Noyes and William Buckley columns were
widely distributed by Bob Dole to our friends, including:
favorable anchormen and columnists, Administration
spokesmen, Republican party officials and staffs across
the country as well as elected officials. In addition,
Congressman Ford read both the Noyes and Buckley
columns into the Congressional Record.

At about the same time, Congressman Ford also sent

our fact sheet, '"Communist Terror Attacks on Civilians
in Vietnam'' to all members of Congress with the attached
cover letter. Chuck Colson distributed the fact sheet to
the top Administration spokesmen.
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MEMORANDUM FROM BOB DOLE :

Both Crosby Noyes and William Buckley have put
forth excellent explanations as to why the President's
courée 6f negotiating with Hanoi instead of the Senate
or the press isg the only“way we are ever going to see
the lasting peacelin Vietnam we all so deéperately want.

Attached arefcopies of their columns. 4I urge ybﬁ
to take the necessafy time Fo.read them.

With best wishes,
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Nixon Keeps Us G

My friends are all furious *Nixon ' may -be somewhat
about the way that democra-.- more secretive than some of
¢y is going to the dogs in this:i our. presidents. .im - the past
country. A good many of: and he doesnt seem to care.
them are paid to know what’s.:/ very much about his rela ions
going on. And when they can’t. with Capitol Hill, but he
find out, it gets them. very . hardly can be accused of in-

: upset about -the people -who '#venting the idea of. an- inde-
aren’t telling them. . .-s . pendent executive:.. .. .-

You .really. can’t . blame .. Come. to think of it, quite a.
them. A good many-'things ' lot “of things *have *happened

are obviously ‘going on that.“that we  weren’t much con-
people are interested im, and-i*sulted * about - beforshand. I
President: Nixon- hasn't- been“dor’t recall jeing-asked, for
~ willing to give them the time < Instance, what I thought about
.of day. -Apart-from George +invading Normandy, or-drop-
Allen, - the::.only. person--he & ping an atomic bomb on Hir-
seems to be-tatking to these:i::oshima, or-sending iroops. to-
- days is Henry Kissinger. Andz Korea, or"invading -the Bay:
Kissinger is a genius at talk-7 of Pigs. il .
ing' to people at great length' = ‘It could be that the notion
. without telling them anything- - that this country normally op-

e

“supposed . non-accouxitability

is  more impressive to the

: anxious crities of Nixzon’s:
- policies -than it .is to- the:

- President himself. .
'~ Any president, including
this -one, is ultimately ac-
- countable for everything that
.he- dees. \If his policies fail,
« no amount of prior consulta-
tion and public relations will
redeem his reputation and
. historical - standing. If ' they
‘succeed, it will probably
wmakeﬁ.] very--little difgereml:e
~ that-the country was largely
" in the dark about what he was
*up to at the time. . .-
/:The:people’s much-asserted
=-*right to-kmow,” furthermore,
-'has --never been -fully- sub-
.. scribéd to by any. government

they want to know whether
and why it was necessary to
bomb the hell out of Hanoi
and Haiphong at such a high -
cost in lives and public an-
guish. They are asking what
or who it was that blocked
* the settlement that Kissinger
said was af hand and what
" the real prospects are today.
- .-The questions are pertinent-
- and so, perhaps, are the rea- ..
- sons for not answering them.
The most detailed knowledge

. by the public and the Con-

-‘gress on the state of the ne-
.gotiations: probably would not = .

‘bring a seftlement nearer. "<
- And indeed, it might foreclose

+the - possibility .of arrivin

g at e
-~any seftlement af all.. .= -

"¢ It is-hard to ask people to. ¢

o of thmg v e

that they want to know. - . erates.
-+ Congress,” apparently, : feels.
the same. way—sort of left"out’

[ by a -system -of unre-
stricted mformation, consulta-
tion- and " consensus is some-

Naturally it makes: peopl
frustrated -and .annoyed, and::

around about how the system
is being perverted: by one-man
rule; - ’
The only trouble is, - of
course, that the presidency
has been the dominant force
in the government for close
to 200 years now and there
is’t very much that Carl
Albert or an; - else is like-

ly to be gble’ to dq aboqtlit. 3

thing of a myth. Most of our

:tance to the country. -

It may -be that Nixzon..is
more susceptible to this use
—or abuse—of presidential
“authority, being at the begin-
ning of his last term and
therefore less ‘“accountable”
to the Congress and public
opinion for what he does, One

suspects, however, that this

~‘that “ever existed. - What the.  live -with -their frustrations

recent presidents; at any rate, -
¢ have had a way of acting first
there is a lot of talk going -“‘and’ consulting afterward - in-:
o matters . of. - primary - imper-

‘people don’t- know much: of
. the time is a-lot. And quite’

often there are perfectly valid
reasons,.:aside. from the nat-
" ural -furtiveness of chief -ex-
" ectives, that make it imper-
ative {o leave them. in igne-
rance, o oLt X
Something of the sort may
be the case today. What
everybody is so worked up
about, of course, are the me-
gotiations on Vietnam and the
chances of reaching a seitle-
ment of the war in the mear
future, - Among other things,

essary. Because the simple

fact is that Nixon and Kissin-- - .-

ger are nol negotiating with

" the White House press corps

-or the Senate Foreign Rela- .
tions Committee but with the
‘North Vietnamese. R

- Everything that has been -
said and left unsaid so far
is a part of that negotiation.
Until it is concluded, the
President has the right—and
perhaps the duty—to keep the.
country guessing. ;

and their ignorance, but for
the time being it may be nec- -
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WILLIAM F. BUCKLEY R,

- Why Shouldn't £

On the whole, it is semsible
to take the side of Congress
against the Executive, up intil
you come close to spilling over
into the kind of chaos merci-
fully ended by Charles: de-
Gaulle when he filled up. the
great cavities of the Fourth
Republic. We are not near to
that kind of amarchy in the™
“United States, and it is there-
fore the operative presump--
tion that the White House has

" entirely too much power. .
. That said,.one makes the
distinction. The Congress of
the: United States has luxuri- .

ated in hypocrisy for.a very .

long time. ‘
On the one
characteristic executive usur- :
pation, on' the other hand it~
(a) does mothing about it
and (b).is ‘always there ..
strengthening the hand of
executive. : . . il
The typical bill passed now- -
adays. by Congress gives. the
- President the power to
or not {0 invoke this: or that-
measure; gives him the re-
sponsibility for naming the-
members of this or the other~”
board; - passes sense-of-the-
Congress resolutions while
VN

e

invoke ..

ignoring the simpier-remedy
of decreeing how things shall

“And of course in matters.
economie, it. is particularly

fond of passing lazy inflation-
ary -bills and expecting the
President to veto them; or,
if he fails to do so, contriving
.-somehow- to blame the Presi-
- dent for the inflation that.en-
- The focus of Congressional
resentment,  at this writing,
is ~.the  recent - bombing of
- North Vietham, and the. re-
“fusal of Mr. Rogers and Mr.
‘Kissinger to' appear. before a
“Senate’ - committee to “‘ex-

nand it resents - plain” the -President’s ' deci-
~sion.- All kinds- of things are

. being deduced from the Pres-
ident’s’- recent: reclusiveness,

() A «presi.det;t: who- plays

- question. why he had resorted
with the press, ‘as kittenishly = fo-it....° ~ & ot T
.as FDR or-JFK, is potentially ... If he had said that be did

‘more dangerous than the
President . who-is aloof from
‘the "press. Befter that the
press should be presumptively.
skeptical-of presidential oper-
ations—than that it should
NG

A

e Presi

‘ +o- bombings, i
but a few critical observations . .4
the . -are  usually-left - unmade, to

T ey

o

© treat the President unctuous-
1y, in reaction to his charm or
openhandedness. A\
£.(2) What is it expected that
Mr. Nixon could have said to
the press to explain his deci--
sion .to proceed with the
bombing? . - ' .
. “Mr, President, do you real-
Iy believe that the carpet
‘pombing of North Vietnam is
“going ‘to bring Hanoi {o the
--negotiating table ‘with further
‘“concessions?” . .
> _>How would- Mr. Nixon have
,~answered that question res-

Cponsibly? oo :
"+ 1t he had said that'he did

-“believe -the  bombing would
- work, he’d have strengthened-

- North ~ Vietnamese : resolution
:~tp.resist. the pressure- of the

s

‘B He had said that he did

»'not-believe the bombing would’
.. ~*work,~-he’d have raised the

... not know whether the bombing

"would work, he'd have said in

effect that. he” was- indulging’
..z.a pemance' ca STaTre e »
-++13) But if he had looked calm-
1y at his torementors and said:.
. N [ ,

H

e

ent Remain Aloof?

- “Nemo me impune lacessit,”
" and walked back Into the Oval
Room, why he’d have been
* arrested moments later as the
murderer in cold blood of Tom

1

~ Wicker and Anthony Lewis..

.There are things you simply-

don't say: even though you
give- them expression. -

“NO MAN WHO TRIFLES
‘WITH: ME DOES SO WITH

“tional motto of Scofland, ard
" it is a maxim appropriate not

“to - Dr. Strangelove, but to

Aristides.” Tt is a‘ personaliz-
“ation of the rules of good
international -behavior which
~ support the. peace. But it is

-, uneouth - to. invoke - such . tru--

-+ isms, in . mid-discipline: and
the- wise ruler will avoid the

- temptation te _rsin,{,evven. rhe--

- torically., © si, v
..~ 1t is altogether
.who disagree with his décision
.".are. perfectly. free. to do- so.
.. Why should he give -them a
- more - elaborate ' scaffold on

‘which to hang him? 'He is
" right; at this moment, to.be si-

lent. Who wanis a. chatty
executioner? R
.‘ ,. - :, - v;:[ .

i,.j” ,

obvmuswhat .
- Richard Nixon is up to. Those:

" That is the na--



January 15, 1978

whicit their brand of football has
brought to my home State of Florida.
In their 7 years in Miami, they have defi-
nitely captured the hearts and allegiance
of the entire populace and brought great
pride to the State of Florida.

Hail to the Dolphins.

MARTIN LUTHER KING: BIRTHDAY
ANNIVERSARY

HON. RAY J. MADDEN

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 15, 1973

Mr. MADDEN. Mr. Speaker, today
millions throughout America, will in
some manner—bprivately, publicly, or
otherwise, observe and pay tribute to a
great American, Dr
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THE DEBATE OVER THE RELATIVE
POWERS AND PROGRAMS OF THE
PRESIDENT AND THE CONGRESS

HON. GERALD R. FORD

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, January 15, 1973

Mr. GERALD R. FORD. Mr. Speaker,
in the current debate over the relative
powers and prerogatives of the President
and the Congress—a debate which I be-
lieve to be a healthy one if it does not
take on s wholly partisan tone—two in-
teresting columns appeared in the Wash-
ington Sar and Daily News on January 7.
Without necessarily subscribing to every
punctuation mark and innuendo in
either column, I insert in the Recorp the
observations . of

illiam F. Buc Jr., who

o
. Martin Luthe firovide perspectives that differ somewhat
King, on the 44th anniversary o from those of the pack:

birthday. Dr. Martin Luther
pot only a renowned clergyman but a
national leader who fought foy the prln-
ciples of peace, justice, and edquality for
not only all American citizen. for
all humanity.
When Dr. Martin Luther King was
assassinated, the crime did not terminate
the great causes for which he was de-
voting his life, it resulted in an expan-
sive force that has increased immeasur-
ably the success of gl the humani-

" tarian principles he espoused. Many

Americans who had not been apprised

- of the humanitarian work which he was

advocating became sympathetic and
converted to aid in his great program of
racial and civic equality for all citizens
of our Nation.

By reason of his tragic death, the mes-
sage he gave at the Lincoln Memorial
in the summer of 1963, at which he
elaborated on his slogan, “That Great
Dream,” instilled into the minds of mil-
lions the justice of his cause which they
can never forget.

When word went out over the Nation
of his tragic assassination, the bell tolled
for all Americans and for all people
everywhere who believed in human jus-
tice, dignity, and brotherhood. His great
faith in mankind—in the people’s ca-
pacity to do what was right-—sustained
this great leader in his crusade for the
rights of all our citizens. He had a dream
that all men could live as brothers and
8s he so eloquently expressed led many,
including his detractors, fo join the
cause for equality and civil rights.

He had a deep faith in America, in
freedom, and representative government
and led millions of his fellow citizens
to join in a crusade to follow the prin-
ciples of the U,S. Constitution that all
American citizens must enjoy the rights
provided in that great document without
giscrimina,tion. injustice, and persecu-

on

It is, indeed, unfortunate that men
who fight for these great qualities of
equality, liberation, and freedom should
meet such g tragic termination of their
consecrated work for the goodness of
mankind. To mention but 8 few—Presi-
dents Lincoln and John ¥, Kennedy,
Robert Kennedy, Mahatma Gandhi—and
many others over the centuries.

g Was NixoN Kreps Us GUESSING—AND MAYBE HE

SHOULD
(By Crosby S. Noyes)

My friends are all furious..abouf’ the way
that democ;g,cy 4g-going ‘to the dogs in this
6uAtry. A good many of them are pald to
know what's going on. And when they can’t
find out, it gets them very upset about the
people who aren’t telling them.

‘You really can’t blame them. A good many
things are obviously going on that people are
interested in, and President Nixon hasn’t
been willing to give them the time of day.
Apart from George Allen, the only person he
seems to be talking to these days is Henry
Kissinger. And Kissinger is a genius at talke
ing to people at great length without telli
them anything that they want to know.

Congress, apparently, feels the same wa;
sort of left out of things.

Naturally it makes people frustrated and
annoyed, and there is a lot of talk going
around about how the system is being per-
verted by one-man rule.

The only trouble is, of course, that the
presidency has been the dominant force in
the government for close to 200 years now
and there isn’t very much that Carl Albert
or anybody else is likely to be able to do
about it. Nixon may be somewhat more secre-
tive than some of our presidents in the past
and he doesn’t seem to care very much about
his relattons with Capitol Hill, but he hardly
can be accused of inventing the idea of an
independent executive,

Come to think of it, quite a lot of things
have happened that we weren’t much con-
sulted about beforehand. I don’t recell being
asked, for instance, what I thought about
invading Normandy, or dropping an atomic
bomb on Hiroshima, or sending troops to
Korea, or invading the Bay of Plgs.

- It could be that the notion that this coun-

try normally operates by a system of unre-
stricted Information, consultation and con-
sensus is something of a myth. Most of our
recent presldents, at any rate, have had a
way of acting first and consulting afterward
in matters of primary Importance to the
country.

It may be that Nixon is more susceptible
to this use—or abuse——of presidential au-
thority, being at the beginning of his last
term and therefore less “accountable” to the
Congress and public opinion for what he does.
One suspects, however, that this supposed
nonaccountability is more impressive to the
anxious critics of Nixon's policies than 1t is to
the President himself.

Any president, including this one, 1s ulti-
mately accountable for everything that he
does. If his policies fall, no amount of prior
consultation and public relations will redeem
his reputation and hlstorical standing, If

ists “Crosby- S....
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they succeed, it will probably make very little
difference that the country was largely in the
dark about what he was up to at the time.

The people’s much-asserted “right to
know,” furthermore, has never been fully
subscribed to by any government that ever
existed. What the people don't know much
of the time is a lot. And quite often there
are perfectly valld reasons, aside from the
natural furtiveness of chief executives, that
make it imperative to leave them in igno-
rance.

Something of the sort may be the case
today. What everybody s so worked up about,
of course, are the negotiations on Vietnam
and the chances of reaching a settlement of
the war in the near future. Among other
things, they want to know whether and why
it was necessary to bomb the hell out of Ha-
nol and Haiphong at such a high cost in
lives and public angulsh. They are asking
what or who it was that blocked the settle-
ment that Kissinger sald was at hand and
what the real prospects are today.
~«The questlons are pertinent and so, per-

haps, #te the reasons for not answering them.
The modt detailed knowledge by the public
and the/Congress on the state of the nego-
tlations probably would not bring a settle-
menrt nearer. And indeed, it might foreclose

of Remarks

’//‘Ehe possibmty of srriving at any settlement

at all
It 1s hard to ask people to live with thelr
frustrations and their ignorance, but for the
time being it may be necessary. Because the
simple fact is that Nixon and Kissinger are
not negotiating with the White House press
corps or the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee but with the North Vietnamese.
Everything that has been sald and left un-
:?fdi :oi far is a part of that negotiation, Un-
S con deMFE"P?es:gent heas the
-ﬂvhtvahﬂ’fwgﬁaps the duty=ta.keep the
. ntry guessing,

Wy SHOULD NOT THE PRESIDENT REMAIN
ALOOF?

(By William F. Buckley, Jr.)

n the whole, it is sensible to, he side
of Cofigress-aga Blit ve, up until
you come ‘close to spilling over into the kind
of chaos mercifully ended by Charles de
Gaulle when he filled up the great cavities of
the Fourth Republic. We are not near to that
kind of anarchy in the United States, and it
is therefore the operative presumption that
the White House has entlrely too mauch
power.

That sald, one makes the distinction. The
Congress of the United States has luxuriated
in hypocrisy for a very long time,

On the one hand it resents characteristic
executive usurpation, on the other hand it
(a) does nothing about it; and (b) is always
glere strengthening the hand of the execu-

ve.

‘The typical bill passed nowadays by Con-
gress gives the President the power to invoke
or not to invoke this or that measure; gives
him the responsibility for naming the mem-
bers of this or the other board; passes sense-
of-the-Congress resolutions while ignoring
the simpler remedy of decreeing how things
shall be.

And of course in matters economlie, it is
particularly fond of passing lazy inflation-
ary bills and expecting the President to veto
them; or, if he fails to do so, contriving some-
how to blame the Presldent for the inflation
that ensues,

The focus of Congressional resentment, at
this writing, s the recent bombing of North
Vietnam, and the refusal of Mr. Rogers and
Mr. Kissinger to appear belore s Senate com-
mittee to “explain” the Pr sident’s decision.
All kinds of things are bel. g deduced from
the President’s recent reclusi. eness, but a few
critical observations are usual v left unmade,
to wit:

(1) A president who plays with the press,
as kittenishly as FDR or JFK, is potentially
more dangerous than the President who is



Id

Lt E188

A

January 15, 1973

e

aloof from the press. Better that the press
should be presumptively skeptical of presi-
dential operations—than that it should treat
the President unctuously, in reaction to his
charm or openhandedness.

(2) What is it expected that Mr. Nixon
could have said to the press to explain his
decision to proceed with the bombing?

“Mr. President, do you really believe that
the carpet bombing of North Vietnam is
going to bring Hanol to the negotiating table
with further concessions?”

How would Mr. Nixon have answered that
question responsibly?

If he had sald that he did believe the
bombing would work, he’d have strengthened
North Vietnamese resolution to resist the
pressure of the bombing.

If he had said that he did not believe the
bombing would work, he'd have raised the
question why he had resorted to it.

If he had said that he did not know wheth-
_er the bombing would work, he’d have sald
in effect that he was indulging a petulance.

(3) But If he had looked calmly at his
tormentors end said: “Nemo me impune
lacessit,” and walked back into the Oval
Room, why he’d have been arrested moments
later as the murderer in cold blood of Tom
Wicker and Anthony Lewis, There are things
you simply don’t say: even though you give
them expression.

“No man who trifles with me does so with
impunity.” That is the national motto of
Scotland, and it is 2 maxim appropriate not
to Dr. Strangelove, but to Aristides. It is &
personalization of the rules of good interna-
tional behavior which support the peace. But
1t 1s uncouth to invoke such truisms, in
mid-discipline: and the wise ruler will avold
the temptation to sin, even rhetorically.

It is altogether obvious what Richard Nixon
is up to. Those who disagree with his de~
cision are perfectly free to do so. Why should
he give them a more elaborate scaffold on
which to hang him? He is right, at this mo-
ment, to be silent. Who wants a chatty exe-
cutioner?

MILITARY RETIREES DESERVE
BETTER

HON. C. W. BILL YOUNG

i OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 15, 1973

Mr. YOUNG of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
for the past 15 years, America’s retired
military men and women have suffered
from an unjust system of computing
their retirement pay that leaves them
the victims of an ever-soaring cost of
living.

Prior to 1958, their retirement pay
was recomputed to keep pace with in-
creases in the pay of military personnel
on active duty. However, Congress aban-
doned this plan in favor of one that sup-
posedly was tied to increases in the cost
of living.

It simply has not worked out. The cost
of living has soared, yet the retirement
pay has not kept pace and the gap be-
tween active duty and retirement pay
has grown wider and wider.

Like many others trying to live on a
fixed income, our retired military per-
sonnel have been hard hit by inflation.
Many live in my own Sixth Congressional
Distriet of Florida, and I can personally
attest to the hardship they are forced to
undergo. Our military retirees, who have
devoted many, many years of service to
their country, often at great personal

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

sacrifice, are now being forced, along
with their families, to live a very mar-
ginal existence.

For this reason, as one of my first acts
with the opening of the new 93d Con-
gress, I introduced H.R. 221, the Uni-
formed Services Retirement Pay Equali-
zation Act, which calls for a return to
the former program of equalizing re-
tirement pay with the pay of members
of the uniformed services of equal rank
and years of service. .

This policy had been followed for more
than 90 years, and many people entered
the service confident in the belief that
the law would be followed and their pay
upon retirement would be adjusted to
keep pace with the pay of our active
forces. I personally feel it was a breech
of faith to change this system and tie
retirement pay to the cost of living.

Two years ago, I introduced a bill to
return to the former recomputation sys-
tem; while approved as an amendment
in the Senate, the measure, unfortu-
nately, was not accepted by the confer-
ence commitiee,

I hope the Congress will promptly
adopt my new bill, thus giving deserved
recognition to the men and women who
served their country so gallantly over
the years. The Congress, and a grateful
Nation, owe them no less.

FROM BAD TO WORSE

HON. E de la GARZA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 15, 1973

Mr. pE 1A GARZA. Mr, Speaker, mail
service in the United States is the worst
I have seen in my lifetime, I daresay
it is the worst the Nation has known
since the railroads knit our country to-
gether.

The mail is not going through—at
least not on a timely basis. T am sure
that every Member of this body has his
own collection of horror stories about
the slowness and unreliability of mail
service. It is not unusual for regular first
class mail from my district in south
Texas to reach my office a week or 10
days after it was dispatched. Even the
use of airmail does not guarantee fast
delivery. The special delivery system is
a farce.

Mr. Speaker, I do not believe for a
moment that the House of Representa~-
tives, the Post Office and Civil Service
Committee, and definitely this Member,
ever intended that the Postal Reorga-
nization Act, which created the U.S.
Postal Service, should destroy mail serv-
ice in the United States. But that is the
direction in which we are going.

We were promised much, but the
promnises have not been fulfilled. I be-~
lieve it is time to concede that a mistake
was made in the creation of the U.S.
Postal Service. And it is time, in my
opinion, to rectify that mistake. What we

rave now is far inferior to what we used
to have. And, no one is happy—none is
getting what was promised—not the post
office employees, not the patrons.

For these reasons, I am introducing
today legislation to abolish the U.S.
Postal Service by repealing the Postal
Reorganization Act and to reestablish
the U.S. Post Office Department as an
executive department of the Federal
Government. I offer this measure as a
vehicle which will enable the Post Of-
fice and Civil Service Committee to start
all over in establishing the kind of mod-
ern, eficient postal system that the
American people want and which they
are entitled to have.

The state of the present mail service
is a matter of serious concern to almost
every individual in the United States.
This body has a responsibility to improve
it. Abolition of the U.S. Postal Service
is ‘a necessary first step in that direc-
tion. I hope we will take it.

HOUSE SADDENED BY ILOSS OF
DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS

HON. TOM RAILSBACK

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, January 15, 1973

Mr. RAILSBACK. Mr., Speaker, the
93d Congress has opened without several
familiar persons. All of us are particu-
larly saddened by the loss of three distin-
guished Members.

In October, Congressmen Nick Begich
of Alaska and Hale Boggs of Louisiana
disappeared during the course of an air
flight over Alaska, while Mr. Boggs was
campaigning for the reelection of Alr.
Begich., To date, no trace of them, their
pilot, or their aircraft has been found.

In December, Representative George
Collins of Illinois was one of many peo-
ple [killed in the tragic crash of a com-
mercial airliner in Chicago.

These three men, from different dis-
tricts and States, held a common respect
for the national legislature and for the
good of the people of their home district.

George Collins ... ‘ed to his district
on Chicago’s West Side almost every
weekend as his way of keeping in close
touch with those he represented. He was
a tireless champion of the rights of ail
Americans, and the Seventh District of
Tlinois has indeed lost a good friend and

. public servant.

When Hale Boggs came to the House
of Representatives in 1941, he was just
26 years of age, the youngest man in Con-
gress. In the long and eventful years since
he first came to Washington, he has risen
to positions of authority in the various
committees and forums of the House. As
majority leader, Hale Boggs provided tle
leadership for his party, and he served
the people of Louisiana well.

Nick Begich came to the House 2 years
ago as Alaska’s Representative-at-Larze.
He quickly moved to take on many issues
confronting the Congress, and served
ably on the Interior and Insular Affairs
Committee. His knowledge of Indiap
affairs, national parks, and public lands
has been of great value to his colleagucs

These men are certainly going to jot:
missed by the 93d Congress. I know ]
speak for all my colleagues in extendins?
our deepest sympathies to their families



FIFTH DISTRICT, MHCHIGAN 423 CHERRY STREE

Congress of the Cnited States |
-@fifice of the Minovity Leader

Bouge of Wepregsentatives
TWasbington, B.L. 20515

January 15, 1973

Dear Colleague:

There recently has been considerable criticism, not only from
Communist North Vietnamese propaganda sources but also by concerned
Americans, of the casualties to civilians which unfortunately and
inadvertently have been a consequence of U.S. bombing of military
targets in populated areas of North Vietnam. .

I very much regret casualties to innocent non-combatants, as I did
during the massive bombings of Germany and Japan in World War II. .
But to keep the record of this tragic conflict in proper perspective,
I am enclosing an authoritative summary of the deliberate acts of
terrorism directed against innocent civilians in Indochina by North
Vietnamese and local Communist forces during the past five yezars.

Casualties to non-combatants inflicted by American bombings, while
regrettable, have never been part of the calculated policy of our
government and all bombings will cease the moment the North '
Vietnamese agree to a negotiated settlement. I hope the same
will be true of the Communist terrorist campaign in South Vietnam,
but history suggests otherwise. - I hope you will find this factual
summary useful, )

Warmest bersonal regards.

Sincer . y ﬂ({
7 [)

Gera R. , M.C.
GRF:hr

Encl. . . -
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'CONKMU NIST TERROR ATTACKS ON. CIVILIANS IN VIETNAM

Together with the local Communist forces which they direct and
supply, North Vietnamese armed forces have for many years sys-
tematically carried out terror attacks against the civilian populations
of South Vietnam, I.aos and Cambodia,

These attacks have been carried out across in’cernationally recognized
fronticrs, including the Demilitarized Zone, in violation of international
agreements and international legal principles and in the face of serious .
efforts by the United States and by the states of Indochina under attack
to achieve a cease-fire and a just and lasting settlement.

North Vietnam's terror atiacks on its neighbors have been parallecled

by the establishment of a Stalinist ”people s dictatorship' in North

Vietnam, by Hanoi's disregard of the Geneva Conventions on treat-

ment of prisoners of war and by Hanoi's public endorsements of ter-
Ao

rorist actions in other parts of the world, including the terror incident
at the Munich Olympics in Sepﬁember 1972,

In Swuth Vietnam the Conununist attacks have included shelling,
rocketing, ground assaults, abductions, forced lebor and assassinations.
These attacks have been directed at om,h Vietnam's largest cities as
well as its smallest hamlets, at schools, pagodas, medical facilities
and refugee centers. They have involved shooting of rgfuﬂecs attempting
to escape the areas of the fighting near An Loc an@ Quang Tri and the

.
8
.

1

large scale Communist trials and executions in Hue and Binh Dinh
Province. ' '

Among the major examples of such Communist terror actions in South
Vietnam are the following:

-~ Dak Son - December 5, 1957

300 Communist troops using 60 flame throwers systematically
set fire to this Montagnard village incinerating everything and
everybody in sight, Estimated toll: 252 dead, about two-thirds
of them women and children, with 200 abducted, never to return.

-~ Tet Offensive - February 1968

After breaking their own cease-fire, the Commuaist forces | .
shelled 45 major population centers thoughout South Victnam

andd assaulted many cities and villages in indiscriminate ground
attacks.,



Among the major citics targeted by the Communists were
1 Saigon and Hue, In IHue the Communists systematically
, rounded up and executed over 3,000 civilians in a pattern of
# political terror which was repeated by them at many local
‘levels as well., The graves of those exccuted in Hue were
discovered aftcer the recapture of the city, and the evidence
of the incident is incontestable., Over 2, 000 persons are still missing,

- Saigon Rocketing - May-June 1968 -

Some 417 Soviet and Chinese rockets were fired indiscrim-
inately into Saigon, chiefly into the densely populated Fourth
District. 115 were killed, 528 hospitalized.

-~ Son'Tra - June 23, 1968

t A major Communist attack was made against the refugee ‘center
and fishing village of Son Tra, south of DaNang. Mortars, -
machine gun fire, grenades and explosive charges killed 88 and
wounded 103, 405 homes were destroyed, leaving 3, 000 home-
less. Later, villagers seeking to rebuild their homes were fired
on by the Communist forces.

-- Medical Facilities, Schools and Churches - 1967-1969

.

Communist forces have not hesitated to attack medical facilities,
schools, and churches, Among many examples of such attacks are
the following in the period 1967-1969:

1967,-May 11« South Vietnam's Health Secretary reported to
' the World Health organization in Geneva that
'in the past more than 200 doctors and medical
workers had been killed or kidnapped by the
Communists, with 174 dispcasaries, maternity
homes and hospitals destroyed and 40 ambulances
mined or machine gunned by Communist forces.

1967, Sept. 1 -~ Terrorist explosives on Route 4 in Dinh Tuong
Province blew up a South Vietnamese army
ambulance killing 13 and wounding 23.

1968, Feb, - Indiscriminate shelling of cities in Tet offensive.
1969, Feb. 24~ Terrovists entered a church in Quang Ngal Province :
o assass aated a priest and an altar boy. '

- B
. ~ bl N -

1969, Mar. 6 ~-An explosive charge sct at the Quang Ngai city hospits
killed a maternity patient and destroyed two ambulauc
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1969, April 4 - Terrorists dynamited a pagoda in Quang Nam

Province, killing 4 and wounding 14.

1969, April 1l - A satchel charge cxploded in Dinh Tanh temple,
Phong Dinh Province, wounding 4 children,
1969, June 24 - A 122-mm Communist rocket hit Than Tam
hospital in Ho Nai, Bien Iuoa Provmcc, killing
a patient, :

i

i

1969, June 30 - Commuaist mortars destroyed Phuoc Long
pagoda in Binh Duong Province, killing a Bud-

dhist monk and 19 others.

1969, Aug. 5 - Two grenades were thrown by the VG into an
elementary school in Vinh Chau, Quang Nam
Province, killing 5 and wounding 21.

1969, Aug. 7 - Explosions detonated outside an adult education
school in Cholon for n ulﬁ"ar) personnecl killed
and wounded 60, ’

1969, Aug. 7 - Communist sappers detonated 30 plastique ¢

ki o
at U. S, Sixth Evacuation Hospital compou i, killing
2 and wounding 57 patients

g

Refuges Centers - 190

15
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In a pat‘cern repcated in other years as well, especially during the

1972 offex *'e, at’cac”s aunched by Communist forces against

refugee centers included the following during 1969:

- March 21 - A Konuxrn Province centar, 17 killed, 36 wounded

- April 9 - Phu Binh center, Quang Ngal Province - 70 house
burned, 200 left homeless, 4 kidnapped.

- Apriils - An Ky center, Quang Ngai Provlnbc, 9 killsd; lO
wounded. '

- April 16 - Hoa Dai center in Binh Dinh Province; 146 houses burn

~ Aprill9 - Hisa Duc center, Quang Nam Province; 10 kidnapped

- April 23 - Son Tinh center, .Quang Ngai Province; 2 shot, 10
kidnapped ' '

- Auvust 13 - 17 Communist attacks on refugee centers in Quang
o o
' Nam and Thua Thien Proviuces, 23 killed, 75
wounded, many houses destroyed.

‘e Lo -
- M %

- Sept. 20 - Tu Vxn center in Quang Ngail .’on vince, 8 1\1 1, -

2 \-.rounch,d, 8§ niembers of offic ials family kil wd
in nearpy Dinh Son.



T .- -~ Duc Duc - August 29, 1970

Comurnunist troops attacked a Buddhist orphanage and temple

in the village of Duc Duc south of Danang. After firing 50
mortar shells into the undefended buildings, 30 North Vietnam-
ese. soldiers ran through hurling hand grenades. "The attack
killed 15 and wounded 45, most of them orphans. .

-~

.~ The Communist Spring Offcnsive - March 30, 1972

The all-out attack launched by 12 North Vietnamese divisions,
suppéfﬁed by 500 tanks and massed heavy artillery, against
major South Viethamese population centers caused many
civilian casualties.

In the first six weeks of the offensive, by May 8, over 20,000
civilian casualties, including many women and children, had
been reported by U. 8. officials in Saigon, with a total above
48, 000 reported during the first 1l months of 1972,

The Communist attacks generated more than 1.28 million
refugces in South Vietnam in 1972, '

As a result of the Communist offensive, a number of South

Vietnam's population centers were virtually destroyed. Such

destroyed or heavily damaged towns incladed:

- Quang Tri city and the district copitals of Dong Ha, Cam

' Lo and Gio Linh in Quang Tri Province south of the
Demilitarized Z '

i~

one.
- Que Son district capital in Quang Nam Province.
X ferd

- . Mo Duec, Ba To and Duc Pho district capitals in Quang Ngai
Province, ' S

- Thanh Binh, Tien Phuoc and Hau Duc district capitals in
Quang Tin Province.

- Tam Quan, Hoai Nhon, Hoai An and Phu My district capitals
in Binh Dinh Province.

- Dak To in Kontum Province: . - .

- The Province capital, An Loc, and the district capital,
Loc¢ Ninh, in Binh Long Province, ‘




In the city of An L.,oc, thc civilian poOpuLlation unapLe 1o escape tne
i

AR - Communist assault withsiood up to 7, 500 shells a day during the
L. - 49 day sicge. In An Loc, Communist tanks killed worshinpers in

. " a church and Communist mortars and artillery destroycd a clearly
marked hospital filled with wounded soldiers and civilians. The
Communist troops dirccted continuous maochine gun and mortar fire
against civilians seeking to flee the scene of battle in An Loc.

Communist attacks by fire against refugees fleeing their
offensive assaults were frequent and inciude the notorious
earvavan of death! south of Quang Tri City, where the Com-
munist troops deliberately shelled and machine gunned sev-
eral thousand civilians fleeing the city. More than a thousand
civilians were estimated to have been killed in this incident.
Even clearly ma: sked ambulances were targeted and destroyed.

The countless number of Communist terror attacks on South Viet-
namese villagses and refugee camps during their 1972 offersive included
the following typical incidents:

- Burning 72 houses in a Qvavo Ngai P"ovme" hamlet and
rocketing a Quang Tin Province hamlet in April.

,.a.

- Attacking, during May, four refugee camps in Quang Nga
Province, destroying some 400 living quv‘ters and killin
and abd ucting many civilians, :

CJQ

- - Attacking a Quang Nam Province vil}.age in May, damaging.
or destroying 327 living qaartm s, killing 40 civilians and

wounding 55.

- Blowing up a bus in Pleiku Province on Aungust 20, killing
40 civilians and wounding 30. '

- Blowing up a bus in Phu Bon Province on August 22,
killing 21 civilians and wounding 2.

- Assauv’iing Camp Pooks and Camp Haskins refugee centers
north of Danang in sapper attacks on Se*er*:m ber 9 killing
27 and WOL.ndzng 75, '

-~ Setting off 2 command detonated mine on September 13 into
. ’ the Cai Tu ferry south of Vi Tanh in Chuong Thien Province
just as the ferry was approaching the shore loaded with a
.. crowded bus, As the ferry and bus sank, the terrorvists
- firedaw gcconc‘ minc, 13 civilians were killed and 12 were

v

: - wounded. - ' -

o 3 -




In arcas captured at the outset of the offensive by the Commnunist forces,
especially in Binh Dinh, 3inh Long and Chuong Thien Provinces,
abductions, “people's courts" and executions were carried out

at the cost of many hundreds of lives. Communist pfogrmns of forced
labor and forced military support in battle zones were also widespread.

‘When Souvth Vietnamese forces recaptured the areas of Binh Dinh

Province which had been held by the Communists, they found the evidence
of some 500 "death list" cxecutions carried out by the Communist forces.

- Communist Assassinations

The Communist forces have systematically assas sinated many
’chousémds of South Vietnamese. Their targets have included
government officials, teachers,. labor leaders, medical workers,
Buddhist bonzes,” priests and foreign mis sionaries. Many of these
assassinations were preceded or followed by specific threats.
In areas which have at various times come under Communist
control, these killings have sometimes been accompanied by
npeople's courts'' and public executions as in Hue in Tet 1968
and in Binh Dir’ and other provinces during the 1972 offensive.
The Communists have often bragged about collecting these "'blood
debts, " . ‘ '
The scope of the Communists' systematic terror campalgn can
be seen in the following figures for 1971 and 1972,
- In 1971 the Communists assassinated 3,994, wounded 7,579
and kidnapped 5, 372 South Vietnamese in terror attacks.
- I 1972 the Communists assassinated 4, 277, wounded 9; 525
and kidnapped 13, 374 South Vietnamese in terror attacks.

- Similar numbers of South Vietnamese have been targeted by
the Communists since 1957 with over 40, 000 killed and 60, 000
kidnapped. ' ’ '

Among the mnjor political figures targeted or assas sinated by the
Communists have been:

- Tuw Chung, editor of ''Clih Luan'' - gunned down on Dec. 30, 1965.

- Tran Van Van, Censtituent Assemblyman - gunned down, Dec.

7, 1966

- Dr. Phan Quang Dan, Con stituent Assemblyman nar rowly: -
escaped car bomb, Dec, 27, 1966. ' ’
- i -

gunned down Dec. 14, 1967

o

- Dui Quang San, .Lower House m ember,
alter Communist warnings.




Nguyen Van Than, a political leader and former general of
the Cao Dali sect, assassinated by Viet Cong in mine explosion

on grounds of Cao Dai Holy See {temple) at : Tay Ninh, Novemnber
22, 1972, :

Dr. Le Minh Tri, Minister of Iducation, killed by terrorist hand
grenade thrown into his car, January 6, 1969.

Professor Tran Anh, Rector of Sa 146 Umvcr ity, shot down

&

by terrorists, after Communist '"death list! warning, March 4, 19¢

Tran Van Huong, Prime Minister, escaped assassination u.LL mpt,
March 5, 1969.

Tran Quoc Buu, leader of the Vie"cnama"e Confederation of Labor
(CVT) and head of the Farmer-Worker Party, escaped assassinatic
attempt in explosion at the Union's headquarters in Saigon -
September 21, 1971, (In 19469 the CV'T listed more than 60 union
officials assassinated by the Viet C,oncr) in.the past,

Nguyen Van Bong leader of National Pr rogressive Movement
and Director of National Institute of Administration, killed by
terrorist bomb placed in his car, November 10, 197L.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 24, 1973

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: ROLAND L. ELLIOTT

SUBJECT: Vietnam Peace Agreement

As of noon this date, we have received 850 telegrams.

Of these 823 are pro, 5 are con, and 22 are classified
as comment.

Accompanying this memo are samples of incoming messages.

Attachments



